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Battalion, of the City of Philadelphia 
155 diftrift of Southwark—agreed that Dr. 
SMITH. be thauked for bis excellent Sermon, 
preached at their Request the, 23d Infant; 
and that he- be requeſted to furniſh 4 Copy 
of the ſame for Publication; as, in their opi- 
nion, it will Promote the. Cauſe 12 0 
and Virtue. 
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PREFACE. 


E following Sermon was drawm up 
on a few days notice, and without any 
ew to the preſs, at the bh. gt of ſome of 
* Author's worthy to whom. he 
could refuſe no Au ot this kind. At their 
ueſt, it is now likewiſe ſubmitted to the 
Pohle as it was Ae without varying 
or ſuppreſſing a ſingle ſentiment or material 
expreſſion, and with the addition only of a 
few lines, and three or four explanatory notes. 


Tus Author conſidered that, although 
was called to this office by a particular 32 
et he was to addreſs a great and mixt aſſem- 
ly of his fellow-citizens, and a number of 
che firſt characters in America, now met in 


conſultation, at a moſt alarming eriſis. 


 ANIMATED with the zeal for the 
mutual intereſts of Great · Britain and the Co- 
lonies; ardently panting for the return of 
thoſe Halcyon-days of harmony, during which 
both countries fo 5 flouriſhed together, as 
the glory and wonder of the world; he thought 
it. " dad yith 2 utmoſt impartiality, to 


attempt 


mY : 


attem re hy he 45 the unhappy controverſy | 
that now rends the Empire in pieces; 
to ſhew, if peradventure he might be per- 
mitted to vouch for his Fellow-Citizens, ſo 
far as he has been converſant among 
that the idea of an independence u the” 
3 Farent- Country, or the leaſt licentious op 
ſition to its juſt intereſts, is utterly foreigy 
to their thoughts; that they e or 
the ſanctity of Charters and: e to ether 
with the right of granting their own Money; 
and that our ul Sovereign has no where 
more loyal ſupjects, or more zealouſly at- 
tached to tho rinciples of Government, 
under which his Fami amily i iber the Throne. 


Tuxsz, with a fer things which ſeemed | a 
neceſſary reſpecting the church at this time, | 
are the topics hana + in the following Ser. | 
mon. If the principles it contains are but 
thoroughly feli, the Reader will not regret 8 
that the limits of a ſingle diſcourſe would not a 
allow a particular application of them. Tor 
will! al to their own application; or, at | 


+ that field is left open to ucceeding Preachers. 


Urox the whole, if the kind expectations | 
of the Author's Friends can be in any degree 
anſwered: if what he has delivered ſhall tend 
7 1 promote the Cauſe of 2 Virtue; 1 | 

an | ' 
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and particularly, if it eould find its way to the 


. eloſets, or rather the hearts, of the Great, and 
(after all the arguments they have heard from 
others) could in the leaft induce them to juſter 

d more benevolent ſentiments concerning 

eir-- America brethren he would account 

4 among the Happieſt tircumftantes of his 

e. 1 | 5 . j % 
Exouon has ſurely been attempted, by way 
of experiment, to be convinced that the peo- 
ple of this country know. their rights, and 
will not conſent to a paſſive ſurrender of them. 

Alt is, now at leaft, time to purſue another 

mode, and to liſten to ſome plan for,averting 

the dreadful calamities which muſt attend a 

hoſtile proſecution of this unnatural Conteſt. 

The Author's wiſhes for the accompliſhment 

<£8S:3:play;xdave den Fo frequently; ox- 
preſſed, as to fubjeck them perhaps to ſuſpi- 


ions which he would not wiſn to merit, either 


here or elſe where. But ſtill; if he could ſee 
it take place, upon a juſt and permanent 
foundation, he would be content, if it were 
required, to ſing his nunc dimittis,” and to 
take a final leave of earthly concerns. 
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| Tue two N of Reuben and of Gad, and the - 
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s would deprive them of ſome privileges which 
remained with their brethren on the other fide, and 
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particularly that great privilege of having the place of 
the 1 2. Taberntele of God Tp, them; yet, 


as the land of Canaan was judged too ſmall for all the 


twelve tribes, they were contented with the 


they had choſen; And thus they ſpoke to Moſes - 
I is a land of cattle, and thy ſervants have much 
« cattle. Wherefore, if we have found grace in thy 1 


et this land be given to us for a poſſeſſion, and we 
* build ſheepſolds here for our cattle, and cities for our 


* little ones; and we ourſelves will go ready armed before 


our brethren, the children ot Iſrael, —and will not re- 


< tum into our . houſes, until: they have inherited every 


man his inheritance,” — rey BR Fg 
„And Moſes faid unto them—If you will do this 


« pong js will go all of you armed over Jordan before _ 


„% the 
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flood not à man of all their eneraies befdre them; and 
at laſt, ohn, their great leader, having no farther 
need of their aſſiſtance, gave them this noble teſtimony— 
That they had in all things obeyed his voice as their general, 
and faithfully performed all that they had promiſed to Mo- 
fes the ſervant of God. Whereſore, he bleſſed them, 
and diſmiſſed them to return to their own land“ with 
much liches, and with cattle, and with filver, and with 
«« gold, and with much taiment.“ F 
No ſooner, therefore, had they entered their own 
country, than in the fullneſs of gratitude, on ihe banks 
of Jordan, at the common ' paſſage, over againſt Canaan, 
they built an 4igh or great Altar, that it might remain an 
eternal monument of their being of one ſtock, and entitled 
to the ſame civil and religious privileges,” with their - bre- 


thren ot the other tribes, ; 
Bur this their work of piety and love was directly mil- 
conſtrued. The ery was immediately raiſed againſt them, 
The zealots of that day ſcrupled not to declare them Re- 
Sels agginſt the living God, viplators of his ſacred laws and 
Theocracy; in letting up an altar againſt his holy altar; and 
| therefore the whole congregations of the brotber-tribes, 
that dwelt in Canaan, gathered themſelves together, to go 
up to war againſt their own fleſh and blood ; in a blind 
tranſport of untighteous zeal, purpoſing to extirpate them 
' from the face of the earth, as enemies to God, and the 
common wealth of I'rael! _ = | 
In that awful and important moment (and oh my God 
+ that the example could be copied among the brother- tribes 
of ovurlinel, in the Parent-Land) 1 fay, in that awful and 
important moment, ſome milder und more benevolent men 
there were, whoſe zeal did not fo far tranſport them; but that 
before they unſheathed the ſword to 3 it with unbal- 
lowed hand into the bowels of their brethren, they thought 
it juflice firſt to enquire into the truth of the charge againſt 
hem. And, for the glory of Iſrael, this peaceable and 
| prudent council ptevaiſed. 22 
| * i . 
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The two tribes and a half are here briefly 85 


A ner flemy embaſſy wa prepared, at the head of | 


which was a man © 
rity, breathing the dictates of religion and humanity ; PR- 
NE As thefon of Elexzer the high Prieſt, accompanied with 
ten other Chiefs or Princes, one from each of the nine 


tribes av well as" from the remaining half tribe of Ma- 
re 11391 $4098 8189100 1314 HEE WT IHE ur 


Gar was che aftonifhment of the“ Gileadites on 


receiving this etübaſſy, and Bearing Wan them 
X | above all 


But the power of conſcious innocence fear, vnd 


the'langaige of an upright heart ſuperior to all eloquence. 


By a folemn appeal to Heaven for the rectitude of their 
intentions, unpremeditated and vebement, in the words of 


| « gods,” —He that made the heavens and the earth, who 
| fentherh the hearts, and Is nequairited with the molt ſerret 


thoughts of all men—* He knowetb, and all Itrael ſhall 


| & Fnow.* by our unſhaken conſtancy in the religion of out f 
fathets — that this 1 41 utterly falle. E 
t 


\ Tnen turning eir brethren, with unſp 


dignity of ſoul and clearneſs of coaſcience, they addrefethe = 


almighty ' Jehovah himſelf— e eee 
On thou ſovereign” Ruler of the uni verſe- our God 
and out Fathers God—if it be in rebellion ot in trun- 


ibn againſt thee, that we have raiſed this monument 
of dur zeal for the common wealth of Iffael—Save vs. 


wOT'THTs par! If the moſt diſtant thought has en- 


tered our hearts of erecting an independent altar; if we 
| have fought in one inſtance, to derogate from the glory of 

chat ſacred Altar which thou haſt placed atnong our 
thren r man bond of union and 


wor ſhip 


Trennen 23 ve v7 a S OL WED > 3. 66 
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rally genominated Gileadites from the name of the land 
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racer, and venerable autho- 


my text, they diſatmed their brethren of every ſuſpicion. 
„ Tus Lord God of gods,“ ſay they (in the fervene 
of truth, 'repeating the invocation)” rhe Lord God of 


nn 


E813. 


Ten 6s $ 


3 al the 3 Isel-let abi diy's 


ſun & ſcend upon us, till thou haſt made us a monument 


22 , ig the fight of the ſurrounding 


Arras thivaſloaihing tothe great God of Hes⸗ 6 


ven and Earth, they ＋＋ to reaſon Ok their brethren ; 
and tell themthar ſp tac zotending a le ation, 'either 

in government or ae th bole wi with a direct 

oontraty purpoſe That it 5 nos br 

„% zween us and you, and our generations after 

your children may not ſay to our children © — 's 

* come, ye have no part in the Lord.” We were af; 

leſt in ſome future age, when, our poſterity * croly 12 

dan 40 offer {aCrifices in the place e VE 1 

xicy may truſt them from ibe rar and te Ls 

eauſe they live nat in . land where po .ord's Ne 

delleth, they ire none of his people, nor intitled ige 
Jewiſh privileges. 


Bur while this altar ſtands, they ſhall always have an . 


anſwer ready, They will be able to lay. RM (he 
= 2 of the. * of the J our of Ie * 
It our fathers not 0 * of Iccae 240 ey 
would not have fondly N i 


A | 
You would not have. beheld your Fu an altar, in a 1 0 


this an imĩtation of the n God, Which is in 
except only that ours is an 


was not intended as an altar of ſacrifice (for then it. 
have been but three cubits in height, as our law directe 
but as a monumental altar, to inſtruct our generations for 


ever, that they are of the ſame pedigree with, yourſelves, | 


nnd entitled to the ſame civil-and religious privileges. 
Tais noble deſence wrought an immediate reconciliation 
the diſcordant tribes, * 1 words (when reported) 


 * pleaſed the children of Iſmel — they blefled God ogether” 
ſor preVenting the effuſion of ded a and 2 


ich © or great altar 
41 to ſee“ from far. And this may canvince 15 that 5 1 


we A... So; 


« not.go up to deſtroy a land where their brethren * 
« children of Reuben ® and Gad, dwelt. 

Tus whole Hiſtory of the Bible 8 daes : 
more inſtructive than this, to the members of a great em- 
pire, whoſe e. misfortune it is to have the evil Demon 
of civil or religious diſcord gone forth among them. And 
would to God, that the application I am now to make of 
4 ba i be delivered ———— — — — 
t ave pierced the ear of every Briton; and e their, 
es who ba ave meditated war and deſt tuction againſt their; 
brother-tribes of Reuben and Gad, in this our American 
Gilead. And led me add — would to God too that we 
who this day conſider ourſelves in the place of thoſe tribes, 
may, like them, be ſti ll able to lay our hands on out hearts 
in a ſolemn appeal to the God of gods, for the rectitude 
of our intentions towards the wwho/e»common-wealthi of 
our BRITISRAH ISAA II. For, called to this ſacred place, 
on this great occafion, I know it is your wiſh, that houl 
ſtand fuptrior to all ꝓartial motives, and: be- found alike 
undiaſſed by favor or by fear. And happy it is that tha 
paral el, now to be drawn requires not the leaſt ſacrifice 
either of truth or virtue! 

Lixs the tribes of Reuben and Gad, we, haveicholen | 
our inheritance in a land ſeparated ſrom that of aut fathers 
aad brethren, not indeed by a ſmal} river, but an immenſe 
ocean. This inheritance welikewile hold by a plain. origin 
cont act, entitling us to all the natural andimproveable ad- 
vantages of our fituation, and to a commiunity.of: privileges 
with our brethren, in every civil and religious * ex · 
cept in this, that the throne or ſeat of Empire, that great 
altar at which the wer of this wore bay was tO remain 
among them.” 12 

Recanpuac 


mY * Ll Pe” 
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6. N the ſacred text. in this and other 
places, only mentions Reuben and Gad, * che half uibe 


Wann IDO” 


f have the 


EA 7 

Ru6anvLess of this local inconvenience, vycankered, 
by jealouiy, undepreſſed by fear, and cemented by mutual 
love and mutual benefits, we trod the path of glory with, 
our” brethren ſor an hundred years and more—enjoying a 
hoon, or of telicity ſcarce- ever experienced by any bar 15 peo- 
3 Mind tul of the hands that protected us in our youth, 
_ ſubmitting: to evety juſt regulation tor 9 18 
them the benefit of our trade our wealth was pour 
upon them from ten thouſand; channels, widening as they 
5 22 and meking their poor. to ſing, and induſtry to 
i — every corner of their land. And as often 
| * reatened, and the voice of the Britiſh Iſrsel 
- ulled our brethren to the field, we left them not alone, 
\ - but ſhared1heir toils, and ſought by their ſide, till there 

1 ſtood not a man of all their enemies before them. Nay, 

they themſelves teſlißed on our behalf, "that in all tbings 
we not — our but more than. our part for the 

common 2. diſmiſſed, us home loaded with 

| der an and Forth gal, in ee for our e 


80 far you ſee the rarallel Folds gc But what ns he 
alters have we” built to ahm our itiſh er 
of our brethren gathered themſely 
aaft us? Why do their embattled hoſts dec 


together ag 


5 der our pains? Will they not examine our caſe, and li 


: and glory of that ſacred altar, and feat 7 empire and li- 
|  berty; which we leſt bebind us, and wiſh to remain eternal, 


ien to our plea? 

N Tus Lord God of gode—-he knows” and the whole 
.. - farrounding world ſhall jet know, that wl r American 
aliars we have built, far from intending 10 aur, have 

been raiſed with an expreis view o pe the name 


. brethren, in the Parent land! 
%; 2 Eerrzuine 
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ws ® The parliamentary reimburſements for our exertions 
in the late war ; {imilar'to' what Joſhua "gave che zwo tribes} 
and a br a0 Cloſe of lis * N 
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city ; z adoring the Providence that gave us the ſame 
lorying in this, that when the w- 


world was to be portioned out among the kingdoths 
of the old, the moſt important part of this continent 


fell to the ſons of a proteſtant and free nation; defir- 
ous of worſhipping for ever at the ſame altar with them; ; 
fond of their manners, even to exceſs ; [enthuſiaſts to 


that ſacred plan of civil and religiou ares for 
the preſervation of which they have L from age 
to age; maintaining, and always ready to maintain, 
at the riſque of every thing that is” to.' ns, the 


moſt anſhaken fidelity to our common Sovereign, as | 


the great center of our union, and guardian of our 


mutual rights: — I ſay, with theſe principles and theſe 
views, we thought it our duty, to build up American 
- altars, or conflitutions, as Nen hos we could, n 


the great Britiſh model. 
Tfavinc never fold our birth- right, we confidered 


_ ourſelves entitled to the privileges of our father's houſe 


* to enjoy „ liberty and ſafety; to be 
ues, like our brthern by our own laws, — 
matters properly affecting ourſelves, and to affor up 
our own ſacrifices at the altar of Britiſh empire con 
tending that a forced — is idolatry, and that no 
power on earth has a right to come in between us and 
© gracious Sovereign, to meaſure ſorth our loyalty, or 
to grant our property, witbout our conſent | 

HEesE are the 1 we inherited from Britoys 
themſelves. Could we depart from them, we ſhould; 


be deemed baſtards and not ſons, aliens and not bre- 


- thren,, N 249% 1428 
Tux altars therefore which we have built, fire not 


hugh or rival altars to create T but humble 


monuments | 


e bu hows en hes 
that of the two 55 e an ex- 
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1 N 7 
monuments of our union and love: intended to brin 
| millions yet unborn, from every corner of this val 
\ continent, to bend at the great parent-altar.of Britiſh 
3 ; liberty; venerating the country from which they ſprung,. 
and pouring their gifts into her lap when their countleſs 
thouſand? ſhall far exceed hers. | . 


„ Witneſs between our brethren and us; that if at 
any future period, amid the ſhifting ſcenes of human 
intereſts and human affections, their children ſhould- 
ſay to our childten—** Ye have no portion” in the 
birth-right of Britons, and to ſeek to puſh them from 
the common ſhtine of Freedom, when they come to 
pay their homage there; they might always have an 
anſwer ready —* Behold the pattern of the altar which 


-civil inſtitutions, and then examine the frames of go- 
vernment and fyſtem of laws raiſed by our fathers in 
_ part of America! Could theſe have been ſuch. 
exact copies of your own, if they had not inherited 
the ſame ſpirit; and ſprung from the ſame ſtock, - with 
> - yourſelves. | A 1 
'  Tavs far you ſee the parallel yet holds good, and 
I think cannot-be called a perverſion of my text; if 
you will allow that the ſupreme; power of an empire, 
whether theocratical, monarchical, or howlſoever diſ- 
tributed, - may be repreſented under the figure of one 
common altar, at which the juſt devotion of all the 
4 : UT * 


planation was given, the height of their altar, like 
thoſe of the Heathen, who loved to ſacrifice on lofty 
places, might create a ſuſpicion of their lapſitg 
4% into idolatry ; either intending to worſhip other 
gods, or the God of Ifracl in an unlawful place 
and manner,” Ne nt, © 


Bp. Farzicx- 


* 


3 Ix was our wiſh that there ſhould be an eternal 


our fathers built.” ' Behold your own religious and 
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Bor it is ſaid thatwe have of late depatted-from our 
former line of daty, and reſuſed' our homage at ibe 
t altar of Britiſh empire, And to this it has been 
replied, that the very refuſal is the ſtrongeſt evidence 
of our veneration for the aur itſelf, Nay, it is con- 
tended by thoſe charged with this breack of devotion, 
that when in the Thape of vacenſtitutional exaRtions, 
violited rights and mutilated charters; they were called 
to worſhip idols, inftead of the true divinicy, it was in a 
tranſport 'of holy Jeatoufy, that they daſhed: them to 
pieces, or whelined-them to che bottom of the ocean. 
Tuts is, in brief, the Nats of. the argument on 
each fide. And hence, at this dreadful moment, an- 
cieut friends and brethren ſtand prepared for events of 
the moſt tragic nature. «. 183 20% eee 
Ter che weight of my ſubject 'almoſt overcomes 
me; but think not that Lam going td damp that no- 
ble ardor which at this inſtant, glows in every boſom 
preſent, Nevertheleſs, as from an early acquaintance 
with many of you, I know that y ur principles are 
pure, and your humanity only equal'd by your tranſ- 
cendent love of your country; I am ſure you will in- 
dulꝑe the paffing tear, which a preacher of the Goſpel 
of Lore muſt now ſhed over the ſcenes that lie before 
us Oreat and deep diſtreſs about to pervade every 
corner of our land ! millions to be called from — | 
peaceful labors by the ſourid' of the trumpet. and 
the alarm of war! Garments rolled in blood, and 
even victory itſelf only yielding an occaſion to weep 
over friends and relatives ſlain] Theſe are melancholy 
proſpects; and therefore you will feel with me the 
difficutties T now labor under —ſforſaken by my text, 
andleft to lament alone that, in the Parent-land, no 
PrrnzHas has prevailed; no Embaſſy of great ve 
. 408 I 1 0 \ rd n goc 
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It is acknowꝛ l wich gratitude that manly great 
and exalted — have pled the cauſe of America; 


1 16 J 


men has been raiſed, to ſtay the ſword of de- 
Rion, to examine into the truth of our caſe, and 
ſave the effufion'of kindred blood, I am left to lament 
that, in this ſad inſtance, Jewiſb tenderneſs has put 
Chriſflain benevolence to ſhame. 2 
Our Brethern, the houſe of our Fathers, even 
«« they. have called a multitude againſt us. Had an 
«© enemy thus reproached us, then perhaps we might 
% have e it. But it was you, Men our equals, 
© our guides, our acquaintance, with whom we took 
„ ſweet council and walked together into the houſe of 
% God.” Or had it been for any eſſential benefit to 
the Common-wealth at large, we would have laid our 
hands on our mouths, and bowed obedience with our 
uſual filence. But for Dior and SurzMAer! 
What are they when ſet in oppoſition to common uti- 
lity, common juſtice, and the whole faith and ſpirit of 
the Conſtitution? True Dignity is to govern Freemen, 
not Slaves : and true Supremacy is to-excel in doing 


_ . . Ir is time, and indeed more than time, for a great 
and enlightened people to make names bend to things, 
and ideal honor to 8 ſafety ? Precedents and in- 
. definiteclaims are ſurely things too nugatory to convul 
a mighty empire. Is there no wiſdom, no great and 
© - liberal plan of policy to re-unite its members, as the 
ſole bulwark of liberty and proteſtantiſm ; rather than 
dy their deadly firife to encreaſe the ns. of 


* 4 


— 


and previous to all coercive meaſures, adviſed an enquiry 
or hearing, ſimilar to that for which Fbinaas was 
ö pony: What is here lamented, and will be long 
lamented, is that this council could not take place. 
I. brethren could come rin ſuch a temper as 
this, the iſſue could not fai their mutual / 
and mutual happineſs, mY 


* 


. 
thoſe ſtates that are foes to freedom, truth and humanity ? 
To deviſe ſuch a plan, and to behold Britiſh Colonies 
ſpreading over this immenſe Continent, rejoicing in the 


= common- rights of Freemen, and imitating the parent- 
cht tate in every excellence — is more glory than to hold law- 
ls, leſs dominion over all thenations on the faceof theearth! 
ok Zur I will weary you no longer with fruitleſs lamen- 
of "tations concerning things that might be done. Thequef- 
"% tion now is ſince they are not done, muſt we tamely 
0 ſurrender any part of our birth- right, or of that great 
ar charter of privileges, which we not only claim by inhe- 
* ritance, but by the expreſs terms of our colonization, I 
Hf ſay, God forbid! For here, in particular, I wiſh to ſpeak 
of 0 plain that neither my own principles, nor thoſe of 
4 the church to which I belong, may be miſunderſtood. 


ALTHOUGH, in the beginning of this great conteſt; 
'S we thought it not our duty to be forward in widening 
the breach, or ſpreading diſcontent; although it be 
our fervent defire to heal the woundsof the public, and 
Jo to ſhew by our temper that we ſeek not to diſtreſs, but 
1 to give the parent · ſtate an opportunity of ſaying them- 
d ſelyes, and ſaving us before it be too late; nevertheleſs, 
on as we know that our civil and religious rights are linked 

- ether in one indiſſoluble bond, we neither have, nor 
f 

e 


Sy 


ſeek to have, any intereſt ſeparate. from that of our 
country; nor can we adviſe a deſertion of its cauſe. 
Religion and liberty muſt flouriſh or fall together in 

l. America. We Pray that both may be perpetual. 

| 3 A continued ſubmiſſion to violence is no tenet of our 

4 church. When her brighteſt luminaries; near à cen- 

4 tury paſt, were called jo'pro te the court doctrine 

5 of a. diſpenſing Power, above did they treach, 

- erouſly cry—** Peace, Peace,” when there was no 

f Peace | Did they not magnanimouſly ſet their foot 1 


upon the line of the — — tell Majeſty to ; 
d not betray the public liberty,” * 


its face that they co 
and that the Monarch's only ſaſety conſiſted © in go- 
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verning according to the laws ?” Did not their exam 
5 ple, and. conſequent ſufferings, kindle a flame that 

Haminated the land, and introduced that noble ſyſtem - 
of public and perfonal liberty, ſecured by the revolution?- 
Since that period, have not the avowed principles of 
our greateſt divines been againſt raiſing the Church 
above the State; jealous: of the national rights, re- 
ſolute for the proteſtant ſucceſſion; favourable to the 


reformed religion, and deſirous to maintain the faith 
of Toleration? If exceptions have happened, let no 
ſociety of Chriſtians ftand antwerable for the devia- 
tions, or corruptions,. of individuals. 


Tax doftrine of abſolute Non-xts1sTance has 


been-fally exploded among every virtuous people. The 
—— ion it, 


revolts-apainft it, and muſt have been 

long debaſed, and have drank in the laſt dregs of cor- 

rap LD i frets ypc 1 that * | 

people injored- may, in no cafe, recognize their 
Majeſty,” 


& trampled But to draw the line, and ſay 
where fubmiſſion ends and reſiſtance begins, is not the 
province of the minifters of Chriſt, who bas given 
no“ role in this matter, but left it to the feelings and 


conſtiences of the injured, For when prefſares and 


ſufferings come, when the weight of power grows into- 


lerable, a people will fly to the conthetion for ſhelter, - 


and, if able, will refame that power which they never 
the 


ſorrendered, except fo far as it might be exerciſed for 
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Tue Anthor, in a ſermon firſt publiſhed 20 years go, 
on x Peter ii, 17 delivered his ſemiments fully on this pin 


in the following words, viz.—“ It would be abſurd to 


argue az ſome bave done, that the apoſtle here meant to 
enjoin a continued 2 to Molence.— The love of 
mankind, and the fear of God, thoſe very ptinciples from 
which we trace the divine original of jul government, will 
lead us, by all probable means, to re 


| every attempt to 
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A 2 heres © God i 
any of the world, never violates freedom; _ his 
ſcriptures themſelves. would be diftegarded, or confl- 


dered as perverted, if brought to belie his voice, | 


ſpeaking 1 in the hearts of men. 
$ application of theſe *lgiiles; my brechvon, 
Is 0 5 eaſy, and muſt be left to your own conſeiences 
and feelings. You are nom engaged in one of the 
randeft ſtruggles to which freemen can be called. 
ou are contending for what you conceived to be your 
conſtitutional rights, and for a final ſettlement of the 
terms upon ani this country may be perpetually pa 
united to the parent-ſtats. 
Loox back, therefore with +everencs look be 
the times of ancient virtue and renown, Lock back 


s own goverit- 


to che mighty pu roaſts which your fithery had irview | 


when they traverſed a Ware and planted this fand. 


Recal to your minds their labours, their toſls and 75 N 


JTeyerance, and let their divine ſpirit r animate you in all 
your, actions. 

Loox forward alto to diſtant poſter poſterity; Figure 
25 ourſelves milliohs. and millions tv o ring Ben = 


ins, who. may be born Waere or ſlaves, as Herten 


Hall now approve or rej your cbunſels. Think that 
on * it * N whether thi Best in 
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2 "he ITT ſoul, Fog a cpa @ he righteous will : 
neſs of 


55 God by 2 che ba men. nenne 
———4 be x laſt rel — and none but the maj 


In the Scriptures, therefore, obetfene hey 
. ſnculcated in generaf terms, For a people ms mes 
ports —. they do not feat, but will nößer ow 4 


the wid minds * A whe Wy ne. > Arr 


gradually prepared for m 
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As the clay i in the potter's hands,“ ſo are the nations 


en vail. 
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ages hence,.ſhall be filled and adorned with a vi 
and enlightened people; enjoying LIBERTY and a 
its concomitant bleſſings, tog with the ReL1G10Nn 
of Jzs8vs, as it flows uncorrupted from his holy ora- 
cles; or covered with a race of men more contemp- 
ible than the ſavages that roam the wilderneſs, becauſe 
they. onee oe # 10 _ 728 * dee 
an t uffered t to hid 
* 1 eyes. ih 
.  Anv- while you thus look back to the aft, and for- 
ward to the future, fail not, I beſecch yoo; to /ook up 
tothe God of gods—the Rock of your Salvation, 


of the earth in the hands of him, the everlaſting Jn Js 
* He liſteth up —and he caſteth down —“ 

, reſiſteth the proud, and giveth grace to the hunible 
„He will keep the feet of his faints—the wicked 
, mall be filent i in darkneſs, ind by length ſhall bo 


Taz bright pro of the Gol l; 4 word ir ve= 
1 he ee of the 8 a — * 
obedience to his divine laws; faith in his promiſes ; 
the ſtedfaſt hope of immortal life through him; 
eſe only © con \ ſoppor a man in all times of adverſity 
well as You might more eaſity “ Arike 
ar Hung 0 roy ſtability or magrianimity out of 
ut the good man, he who is at peace with 
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| _ the God. of all peace, will know no fear but that of 


; offending him, whoſe hand can cover the righteous: 
« fo that he needs not fear the arrow that fleeth by 


' « day, nor the deſtruction that waſteth at noon-day ; 
«© for a thouſand ſhall fall beſide him, and ten_thou- | 
1 and at his right hand, but it ſhall not come nigh. 
« to him; for he ſhall give his + angels 1 over him 


« to keep him in all his w 
"Ox he omnipotent God, therefore, through his 
I, let your ſtrong confidence be pla * 
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do not valuly expect that auß vin be to you a 
day « of 1er or ciumph. The wi ways of Providence 
lie through mazes, too intrieate for human penetration. 
Mercies may oſten be held forth to us in the ſhape of 
ſufferings; and the viciflitudes of our fortune in build- 
ing up this American fabrick-of happineſs angle 
= be various and chequered. 7 

Jer let not this 2 7 you. | Yea rather let it 
r you with a ho 8 divine entbufiaſm— 
uading yourſelves that Me cauſe of virtue and 
Free m is the Waver of Gop upon earth; and that 
the tele theatre of human nature does not exhibit a 
more auguſt ſpectacle than a number of Freemen, in 

dependence upon Heaven, mutually binding * 
to encounter every difficulty and danger in ſupport of 
their native and conflitational rights, and for tranſmit- | 
ting chem on and unviolated' to their poſterity. 5 
** inciple that inſpired the heroes of þ 


ancient N ; that raiſed their names to the ſummit 
of renown, and filled all ſucceeding with their 
unſpotted praiſe. It is this principle too that muſt ani- 


mate your conduct, if you with your names to reach 
future Rds pus de 5 art in the 8 of glory; 
and fo far as proparad 5 | 
Follow—whether 4 or to 3 | 
Wutz you profeſs yourſelves coritending for 1. * 
berty, let it be al the temper and dignity of ſreemen 
undaunted and firm, but without wrath or vengeante, 
ſo far as grace may be obtained to aſſiſt the eis of. ' 
* Conſider it as a happy — hy if ſuck 
le muſt have happened, that God hath been 


-adarnell with men of enlightened zeal ; when the arts 
and ſciences are planted among us to ſecure a ſucceſſiun 
of ſuch men; when our — are not far tainted by 
luxury, profuſion, or diſũpation; when the principles 
that withſtood o „ in 


the brighteſl æra of the 
. Eagliſh 


RR it to a period, when our country'is _ 


* 
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En igory; are ours as it were by peculiar inheri-. 
N by peculiar | 


tance ; and w upon our.own ground, with 
all that is dear around. 7 animating dus to every pa- 
ttiotic exertion. ch — ei and upon 


Under ſuch 
ſuch principles, what. wonders, what atchievements of 
true glory, have not been performed 
a 3 part, I have long been poſſeſſed with a 
ſtrong and even enthuſiaſtic perſuaſion, that Heaven 
hes grant and gracious purpoſes towards this continent 
ich no human powſ or human device ſhall-be able 
finally to fruſtrate. Illiberal or miſtaken plans of poli- 
cy may diſtreſs us for a while, and perhaps ſorely 9 
our growth; but if we maintain our own virtue; if 
we cultivate the ſpirit of Liberty among our children; 
if we guard againſt the ſnares of appar: = © 10 
T 
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corruption; the Gznivs of Au AAC will 
triumphant,” and that with, a power at laſt too mighty 
* for oppoſition. This 2 will be. . for 
= ages to come, a choſen ſeat of Freedom, Arts, and Hea- 
of venly Knowledge ;\ which are now either. drooping or 
* dead in moſt countries of the old world. ann yy 
To conclude, ſince the frength of all public bodies, 
under God, conſiſts in their Unzon; bear with each 
others infirmities, and even varieties of ſeatiments, in 
things not eſſential 10 the main point. The tempers 
olf men are caſt in various mould. Same are quick 
and ſaalingly alive in all their mental operations, eſpe - 
cially thoſe which relate to their country's weal, and 
are therefore ready to burſt forth into flame upon eve- 
ry alarm. Others again, with intentions alike pure, 
and a clear unquenchable love of their country, too 
ſtod ſaſt to be dampt by the miſts of prejudice, or work- _ 
ed up into confla by the rude blaits of paſſion, \ 
t it-their-duty to weigh conſequences, and to deli- 
| berate fully upon the le means of obtaining 
. public ends. Both theſe kinds of men ſhould bear 95 
"A cach nene 
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| Ons thing further let me add, that without order 
— juſt ſubordination there can be. no union in public 
2 However much you be equalFog other 


over a man 
Re. ties which human — can contrive, It 
had been better never to hem: n your 
- country's cauſe, than to betray it by want of Union; / 
or to leave worthy men, who embarked:their all ; 
for 2 4 N good, e or ſtand Is | 
__ every method in your, power, and in e 
| hel the Laws of your country, 2 
SIT for wy” erg, think what a crime it would be, to ſuf» 
fer one Freeman to be inſulted, or wantouly jnjuted-in 
his liberty, ſo far as by. your means it may be prevented. 
Tus animated and thus ding re may then 1 
with the prophet— 
« Fzar not, O land! be glad and - rejoice, for the 
% Lord will do great things. Be not afraid ye beaſts of 
the field, for the paſtures of the wilderneſs do ſpring 
« The tree beareth her fruit the fig-tree and the vine 
eld their fruit.” ; 
Ws animated and thus aQing—we may likewiſe 
.PRAY With the . — 
„ O Lex unto us — we have waited far 
* thee. Be thou our arm every morning, our ſalvation alſo 
© jn time of trouble. Some truſt in chariots and ſome in 
„ horſes, but we will remember the name of the Lord our 
« God—O thou hope of Iſrael, the Saviour thereof in 
* time of need, thou art in the midſt of us and we are 
4 called by thy aame——Lzavs vs vor. Give us one 
-« heart and one way, that we may fear thee for ever, for 
© the good of ourſelves and our children after us We 
looked for peace, but no good came; and for a time of 
* health, — we are in trouble Vet will we truſt 
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« bil Lond for oy . e 

« rength He will yet bi up the broken heart 

11 ed of comfort thoſe that mourn” even fo, oh our 

| 11 do thou comfort ut relieve: them, that ſo the bones; 

-* which thou haſt broken wy ye t rejoice; / Inſpire us with 

a high and — — ſen of the value of our conſti-- . 

tutional rights! may a lan of wiſdom and virtue be poured 
down upon us all; and may our repreſentatives, thoſe who 
are delegated to deviſe and appointed to execute public mea- 
ſures, be direQed to ſuch, as thou in thy ſovereign good- . 
. neſs ſhalt be pleaſed to render effectual for the ſalvation. 
of a great empire, and re-uniting all its members in one 

| ſacred bond of harmony and public happineſs! Grant this, 
oh Father, for thy Son Jeſus Chriſt's ons + to whom, with 
thee and the holy Spirit, one. God, be Glory, Honour, 
and Power, now and for oven! AMEN, 
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